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Procedure for Application

Common land is intended for the enjoyment and productivity of all villagers. Villagers
are encouraged to ‘adopt’ areas of common land and develop them within the guidelines
of the Village By-Laws and the Vegetation Guidelines. To ensure that the use of land is
consistent with the ethos of the Village, applications are required and are processed by the
Natural Environment Committee (NEC).

For a map of Common Land areas see a Village map (under NEC Documents on
AAEV .net website )

Common land encompasses all areas outside the boundaries of individually owned lots.
There are a number of plans currently in place regarding the future of the natural
environment of the village — The Village Green Plan (sites for fruit and nut trees and
native plants), the garden allotments plan and the Farm Plan (concept stage). Information
on all of these is available from the Neighbourhood Groups Information folder (held by
NHG Coordinators) or the NEC.

Please note that this process does not include built structures. If you wish to apply to
build a structure on common land you will also need to apply to the Management
Committee via the Secretary as they require consent from the whole AAEV Community.

Village Common Land: Individuals or groups wishing to use or develop common land
within the residential part of the village may apply using the ‘Application for
Development of Common Land’ form. The form is available to download from the
community website or a hard copy may be supplied through your Neighbourhood contact
person or the NEC. Applicants are encouraged to discuss developments by attending
an NEC Meeting prior to lodging application to clarify and use their expertise to
maximise a successful outcome.

Farm: Applications are made to the Farm Committee using this form.

By Laws: There are several by-laws (especially Part 7 thereof) that relate to the use of
common land. It is recommended that you read these again in making your application
and familiarize yourself with the village Vegetation Guidelines. If you need further
information to complete your application you may contact other Neighbourhood Group
members or members of the NEC to discuss details.
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Process: Applications should be sent to the NEC (preferably in electronic form) after they
have been presented and approved by the relevant Neighbourhood Group. Applications are
tabled at the next NEC meeting, and the NEC prefer the applicant attend the NEC
meeting to discuss the proposal and seek advice) and applicants will be notified of the
outcome within the following three weeks.

Funding: If your application will require funding assistance from the NEC then you need to
be aware that it may require The NEC to request this through the annual Budgeting process
and so could require up to 12 months turnaround before approval of funding can be
confirmed.

NEC and Development of Common Land Applications

Any ideas you have for the common land should be discussed with your Neighbourhood
Group (NHG) and the NEC before completing the Application for Development of
Common Land.

Applications must be discussed within and between the relevant NHG's and consent
from all relevant NHG members documented before the Application is sent to the NEC
for formal Approval.

There may be 2 types of Applications:

1: Minor Applications where the Common Land affected only abounds and impacts on
one Lot. Documented consent is required only from immediate neighbours, and discussion
with relevant NHGs for general approval, before forwarding to NEC for formal approval..

2: Major Applications where the Common Land affected impacts on more than one Lot,
respecting significant open space and access and / or altering existing infrastructure e.g.,
mounds, ponds, swales, services, etc. Major Applications must have consent of all members
of relevant NHGs documented on the application before final submission to NEC for formal
approval.

Consent (as per the Sociocratic model) means reasonable and transparent efforts have been
made to contact all relevant Lot owners in the NHGs, with plans seen and written consent
obtained where possible, e.g., via NHG meetings, email, phone contact, etc. Failure to
respond to a reasonable effort to contact is deemed to be consent, and should be advised in
relevant communication.

To view the NEC process once applications are lodged with NEC, see “NEC Committee
Process” on the “NEC Documents” page of the AAEV website.
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