
Horehound 
Herb 
Flowers/Seedhead: Petals white. Flowers all year, 
mostly summer and autumn. 
Description: Perennial spreading herb to 80 cm high. 
Leaves to 7 cm long, margins with rounded teeth; hairs 
on leaves and stems long and star-shaped. Fruit a burr 
with backward facing hooks. Seeds about 2mm long, 
with a roughened surface. Deeply rooted with woody 
taproot and fibrous lateral roots. 
Distinguishing features: Distinguished by flowers in 
dense clusters around the stem above the leaf axils; 
leaves grey-green, opposite, woolly and aromatic, and 
stems 4-angled. 
Dispersal: Mostly by fruit with hooks that attach to 
wool, fur, bags and other material.  

 

Autumn is the time to start pulling or chipping out horehound. It is easy to pull when it 
is young, especially after the rains. As it grows larger you will need to use a shovel or 
mattock to chip out the taproot. It is important to keep this weed under control. 
 
 


